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keywords. All variables calculated via the COMPUTE keyword can be mapped using
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onto which FVS-EMAP will map EM output variables. This user’s guide provides
comprehensive instructions for using FVS-EMAP.
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Introduction

The Forest Vegetation Simulator (FVS; Wykoff et al. 1982, Van Dyck 2001a) is the
USDA Forest Service’s nationally supported system for projecting forest stand conditions
into the future, including growth, mortality, impacts of insects, disease, and fire, and
forest management activities. For many types of analyses, users are interested in
projecting changes for a group of stands that are all located within the same geographic
area. Geographic information system (GIS) software can display these changes in a map
format or relate these changes to other geographical data. FVS-EMAP (Forest
Vegetation Simulator — Event Monitor ArcView® Project)—a custom ArcView® project,
developed and made available by the Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team
(FHTET)—is a simple tool that allows FVS variables to be imported, analyzed, and
displayed in ArcView® GIS software (Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc.).

Using the FVS-EMAP requires three basic steps. The first step is incorporating the
FVS Event Monitor (Crookston 1990) keyword COMPUTE—along with accompanying
mathematical expressions—into an FVS simulation. This will generate the output to be
mapped. Collections of Event Monitor keywords and expressions may be written to and
saved as a separate file (an “addfile”) to be “included” in FVS simulations. We provide a
simple Event Monitor addfile (Summary_stats.kcp) that provides basic FVS output
variables (see the Appendix), but any user-created Event Monitor application that follows
the instructions included here will work. The second step is invoking the Compute2 post
processor, which re-writes the COMPUTE variable output to a form usable by the FVS-
EMAP. The third step is running the custom ArcView® project, EMAP.apr. This project
is essentially a “blank” ArcView® project that provides the user a custom, “push button,”
menu-driven interface to load and display the FVS Event Monitor-generated data.

In order to use the FVS-EMAP, you need:
1. Standard FVS software and stand data files;
2. An appropriate FVS Event Monitor keyword file;

3. An ARC/INFO® coverage or ArcView® shapefile which provides the information
needed to map the stand boundaries of the stands being simulated;

4. ArcView® GIS software, version 3.2 or higher (currently available for all USDA
Forest Service personal computers); and,

5. The ArcView® project, EMAP.apr (available from FHTET. See below);

FVS software and documents can be downloaded from:
http://www.fs.fed.us/fmsc/fvs/

The FVS-EMAP project software (EMAP.apr) and documentation updates can be
downloaded from:

http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/products.shtml

or by contacting FHTET in Fort Collins, CO.


http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/products.shtml
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Also available at the same FHTET website are a number of Event Monitor addfiles
and their documentation. A few are also available to be copied directly from this
document’s appendix. Users may also create their own Event Monitor addfiles.

This guide assumes that users have a basic knowledge of FVS and ArcView® GIS.
The ArcView® project provided for this application (EMAP.apr) was designed in the PC
version of ArcView® GIS 3.2.

Overview

FVS-EMAP represents a simple approach for bringing simulation results from FVS into
ArcView®. FVS simulation projections of sets of stands can provide several output
variables (for example: stand basal area, stand age, trees per acre) projected into several
future time periods, resulting in a large number of possible map displays reflecting
combinations of variables and time periods. Different management and disturbance
scenarios for the same set of stands will create additional sets of possible displays.

Figure 1 displays a flowchart of the basic elements of the FVS-EMAP process. The
standard FVS process, beginning in the upper left, uses a location file (*./oc), a stand list
file (*.slf), and treelists as FVS input, resulting in FVS outputs, as requested. In the FVS-
EMAP, the output desired for use in ArcView® comes from the process shown in the
upper right. Event Monitor keywords and expressions (often written and saved as a
separate file—an addfile—with a filename extension “.kcp”) are processed by the Event
Monitor portion of the FVS system (at the beginning of user-requested FVS cycles).

Output from the Event Monitor COMPUTE statements is written to a file via the use
of the “Compute2” post-processor available in Suppose. This output file is assigned a
filename extension of “.cp2”. Additional details concerning the use of the Event Monitor
and creation of .cp2 files are contained in the following sections of this document as well
as in Crookston (1990), Dixon (2002), and Van Dyck (2001b).

The ArcView® portion of the FVS-EMAP is shown at the bottom of Figure 1. Once a
.cp2 file has been created, the user opens EMAP.apr from within ArcView®, and then
loads the .cp2 file and the relevant shapefile into the project. Then the user can analyze,
manipulate, and display the FVS data as well as any other data available for that location.
Additional details concerning the use of the ArcView® portion of this process are
contained in subsequent sections of this document.

Both the Event Monitor and the Compute2 post-processor are designed to handle
simulations built and run either with or without the Parallel Processing Extension' (PPE)
to FVS (Crookston and Stage 1991). Thus, whether you are using FVS to perform non-

! The Parallel Processing Extension to FVS is used to govern simulations of multiple stands in “parallel”’; that
is, every stand is grown through each FVS cycle, before a subsequent cycle is simulated. This permits stand-
to-stand interactions to be simulated. Multi-stand simulations that do not use the PPE simulate growth one-
stand-at-a-time throughout all cycles before simulating the next stand; that is, stands are simulated serially.
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PPE, single stand runs; serial, multi-stand runs; or PPE-controlled multi-stand runs, the
Event Monitor will function properly, and output reported to a .cp?2 file will be readable
by the FVS-EMAP project.

FVS Input Data FVS Keyword File (*.key)
. = TTEEEEEEEEE S 1
gocavions e (loc) -~ "Addfiles (*.kep files) 1
tan .LISt File (*.sIf) ! Containing COMPUTE :
Treelists (*.fvs) I .
i1 keyword(s) and expressions. :
__________ e m -
‘ o =
FVS /
A 4
Base Model Event Monitor Main FVS
Simulate tree growth,  |g »| Calculate values for —> output file
mortality, management, user-defined COMPUTE
etc. variables.

e -

“COMPUTE Variable
Output file (*.cp2)

Compute2 post-processor
Read COMPUTE variables from main FVS output file.
Select some or all variables.

A 4

Write variables to comma-delimited .cp2 file. | | ;_—:;
v
ArcView
A 4
] Landscape Shapefile .
(*.shp,* shx, *.dbf,*.sbx, * sbn) EMAP.apr
ARC/INFO Map displays of FVS output variables.
Coverages

Figure 1. Flowchart diagramming the flow of information from FVS and the Event Monitor
into the FVS-EMAP ArcView® project EMAP.apr.
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Using the Event Monitor to Calculate Desired Output Variables
Introduction

Using the Event Monitor to make FVS results available to ArcView® does not require
extensive knowledge of this powerful FVS application. In this section, we describe some
of the essential features as they apply to the FVS-EMAP. Complete documentation of
the Event Monitor is contained in the User’s Guide to the Event Monitor: Part of the
Prognosis Model Version 6 (Crookston 1990), and in Essential FVS: A User’s Guide to
the Forest Vegetation Simulator (Dixon, 2002).

The Event Monitor is a sub-program within FVS that allows the user to schedule
“events” (e.g., simulate management activities, such as a harvest) based on the value of
“monitored” (evaluated) variable(s). (As a simple example, a thinning operation could be
scheduled to occur whenever the stand basal area exceeds some threshold value.) What
the Event Monitor provides to the FVS-EMAP is the ability to compute the value of an
almost infinite variety of possible user-defined variables via the use of the Event
Monitor’s COMPUTE keyword. Values of the COMPUTEAd variables are reported to the
main FVS output file. Thus, for the FVS-EMAP, the Event Monitor is being used to
produce output data” representing the value of desired variables at one or all points of
simulated time®. These COMPUTE-variable output data—after being processed by the
“Compute2” post-processor—are used as input into the FVS-EMAP ArcView® project.
The following section describes constructing COMPUTE statements.

Creating an Event Monitor Addfile

A large number of site, stand, and tree variables are available in the Event Monitor. [For
a complete listing of available variables, users should refer to the Essential FV'S (Dixon
2002)]. The COMPUTE keyword allows users to mathematically manipulate any of
these recognized variables, thereby calculating new user-defined variables. It is these
new user-defined variables—calculated via the COMPUTE keyword—that are
written to an output file (.cp2), which is read-able by this ArcView® project
(EMAP.apr).

Accordingly, a user may set-up an FVS simulation so that specific variables of
interest are written to a .cp2 output file. (These “variables of interest” are the ones that a
user wants to spatially portray via the EMAP.apr.) This is performed by constructing a
text file containing the FVS/Event Monitor keyword COMPUTE followed by any
number of mathematical expressions containing recognized variable names on the right-
hand side of each expression and a user-defined variable name on the left-hand side of

? Note: although we describe using the Event Monitor only to provide COMPUTE variable output and not to
schedule management activities, this does not preclude a user from using the Event Monitor to do both at the
same time.

3 In FVS, the Event Monitor is invoked only in FVS cycle-beginning years. Thus, values for variables in the
Event Monitor output file are reported only for FVS cycle-boundary years. Furthermore, COMPUTE variable
output may be requested for all cycle-beginning years, or for one specific cycle-beginning year.
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each expression. The expressions must be followed by the END keyword. This file
should be saved as an ASCII text file, with a filename extension “.kcp.” It may then be
added to any or all stands in an FVS simulation as an addfile—i.e., as an external file* to
be read-in and applied to all stands or to a specific (user-defined) subset of stands in the
simulation (see the next section).

For example, one of the recognized variables in the Event Monitor is BBA, which is
the before-thin (total) basal area in the stand (in square feet per acre). If the user wanted
this variable written to the .cp?2 file, an addfile (.kcp file) that would accomplish this
would read:

COWVPUTE 0
B Area = BBA
END

The zero in the COMPUTE keyword’s field 1 tells FVS to compute this variable for
every projected growth cycle’, and “B_Area” is the new user-defined variable name®
whose value will be reported in the .cp2 output file.

If the user wanted this same variable, but converted to square meters per hectare, then
the addfile would read:

COVPUTE 0
MetricBA = BBA * 4.356
END

Besides having the Event Monitor simply return values for pre-defined Event Monitor
variables to the .cp2 file, a user may construct elaborate calculations involving a number
of conditions (evaluated with an “IF... THEN...COMPUTE” logic) and/or a number of
variables. For example, Amman et al. (1977) designed a hazard rating system for
mountain pine beetle (Dendroctonus ponderosae Hopkins) in lodgepole line (Pinus
contorta var. latifolia Engelmann). The Amman system uses three stand attributes:
elevation, age, and average diameter at breast height (DBH) of host trees greater than 5
inches DBH. Each stand is assigned a rating of 1, 2, or 3 for each of these factors; the
three factors are then multiplied together, resulting in a final risk rating score ranging
from 1 to 27. By using the Event Monitor to calculate these scores, users can generate a
.cp2 file containing the values of these scores, thus permitting the subsequent mapping
(via the FVS-EMAP project) of stand hazard ratings over simulated time. An Event
Monitor addfile, which calculates these Amman system ratings, is provided in the
Appendix.

* Alternatively, the COMPUTE keyword and expressions may be directly inserted into the keyword file, rather
than being constructed as a separate addfile. The utilization of addfiles, however, represents an efficient way
to perform, save, and share Event Monitor applications.

> The COMPUTE keyword has only one parameter field. The value entered in this field is the cycle (or year) in
which the following expressions are to be evaluated. Enter “0” if you want the expressions evaluated in all
cycles. Default = 1.

6 User-defined variable names must be no more than eight characters long.
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Additionally, the Event Monitor contains many functions that can calculate values of
variables for a specific subset of trees. One such function is the SPMCDBH function
(Table 1). This very powerful function can return up to 11 different variables for any (or
all) tree species, for any (or all) tree-value class(es), for any tree status class (live, dead,
or harvested), within any user-defined height and/or DBH ranges. Use of this function is
demonstrated in the examples in the appendix. The eight arguments of the function are
outlined in Table 1, below. Table 2 describes the 11 possible variables users may request
(via the function’s first argument).

Table 1. Descriptions of the eight arguments of the Event Monitor function SPMCDBH.

Argument  Description Default value

| Numeric code representing the output variable desired (number None
1-11. See Table 4.)
Tree species code (enter zero to sum over all species). Tree

2 . . . None
species codes are FVS-variant specific.
Tree value class (IMC codes 1, 2, or 3).

3 None
Enter zero to sum over all value classes.

4 Lower diameter limit (DBH in inches) 0

5 Upper diameter limit (DBH in inches) 999

6 Lower height limit (feet) 0

7 Upper height limit (feet) 999

8 Tree status (0=live trees; 1=recent mortality; 2=harvested) 0

Table 2. Description of the output variables available via SPMCDBH, and referenced via a
numeric code in the function’s first argument.

Argument 1

Numeric Code  Yariable

Trees per acre

Basal area per acre

Cubic foot volume per acre

Board foot volume per acre
Quadratic mean diameter

Average height

Percent cover

Average dwarf mistletoe rating
Merchantable cubic foot volume per acre
Average diameter growth (per cycle)
Stand density index

—_—
DS 0 0 0o R W N =




User’s Guide for FVS-EMAP

For example, to extract the board foot volume per acre for Douglas-fir’ greater than 6
inches DBH over all tree value classes for trees between 30 and 60 feet tall that are
currently alive in the stand, the function would read:

COVPUTE 0
Df vol gt 6 = SPMCDBH( 4, DF, 0, 6, 999, 30, 60, 0)
END

Users should be aware that the Event Monitor “schedules” the COMPUTE statements
such that the non-conditional (“straight”) COMPUTEs are done first, then the conditional
COMPUTE:s are done next (if the ‘IF’ condition evaluates to “TRUE”). The evaluation
of the conditional COMPUTE:s is done iteratively so that, after the program has
calculated one set of conditional COMPUTEs (those that were “TRUE”), it will re-
evaluated the remaining conditional statements to see if any others (that were previously
“FALSE”) are now “TRUE” as a result of the most recent computation. This will be re-
iterated until no more COMPUTE:s are scheduled for this cycle.

Including an Addfile to an FVS Simulation

The easiest way to add a .kcp file to the simulation (keyword) file is to include it from
within Suppose by selecting ‘Edit Keyword File’ (from the main Suppose ‘Selections’
window) and then click the ‘Insert from file’ button. Browse to the directory on your
computer where the file is located (it may reside anywhere), select the file, then select
‘Open’. The file will be added to all of the stands belonging to the current group® (if the
‘Current Group’ radio button is selected in the ‘Selections’ window), or to the current
stand (if the ‘Current Stand’ radio button is active in the Selections window). Then close
the ‘Edit Simulation File” window.

For example, if you want to include the addfile to a/l stands in a multi-stand
simulation, be sure that a group that contains all stands (e.g., group ‘All’) is the current
group, and that the ‘Current Group’ radio button is selected (as opposed to the ‘Current
Stand’ radio button) in the main Suppose Selections window, before you choose the
‘Insert from file’ button.

Requesting a .cp2 Output File

Including an Event Monitor addfile containing the COMPUTE keyword to an FVS
simulation file will result in all COMPUTE variables being written to the main FVS
output file (for the cycles indicated in the COMPUTE keyword’s field 1). In order to
generate a .cp? file (the file needed by the FVS-EMAP) you must select the post-
processor that will create the file.

7 Species codes may be either alphabetic or variant-specific numeric.

¥ The “current group” (or “current stand”) is the group (or stand) that appears in the window above the ‘Change
Group Membership’ button. Open the window’s pulldown menu to change the current group or stand.

7
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To invoke the writing of the .cp2 file:

e Select (from the main Suppose ‘Selections’ window) ‘Select Post
Processors’;

e Scroll down to, and select: ‘Compute2 — Table of Concatenated Compute
Variables’ (comma delimited);

e Select ‘Include’.

By default, the Compute2 post-processor writes a/l COMPUTE variables to the .cp2
file. However, when the post-processor is launched, it presents to the user a new
interface, wholly separate from Suppose and FVS, that allows the user to edit this .cp2
file. The user may choose which of the COMPUTE variables to include in the .cp2 file.”

Summary

The COMPUTE keyword may be used to assign values to user-defined variable names.
Assignment of values to user-defined variable names can be done in a number of ways:

1. The user-defined variable name can be assigned a value of a pre-defined Event
Monitor variable, or a mathematical modification of one or more Event Monitor
variables (or any other previously defined variable), for example:

COVPUTE 0
Varibl 1 = BBA
Varibl 2 = Varibl 1 * 4.356

Vari bl ~3* = BTOPHT/ SI TE * 100
END
2. The user-defined variable name can be assigned conditionally: that is, depending
upon the value of some other variable; for example:
I F
BBA GI 160
THEN
COVPUTE 0
SCORE = 3
END
ENDI F

3. The user-defined variable name may be assigned a value calculated using built-in
Event Monitor functions, for example:

COVPUTE 0
OLD_DBH = SPMCDBH(5, 7,0) - SPMCDBH( 10, 7, 0)
END

Variables calculated via COMPUTE statements are written to a .cp? file by
requesting the Compute2 post-processor in Suppose. This .cp?2 file is readable by the
FVS-EMAP ArcView® project (EMAP.apr), described in the next section.

% If desired, the user may use this interface to create any number of separate .cp2 files—each derived from the
same FVS output file, and each containing its own suite of COMPUTE variables.

' In this example, BTOPHT and SITE are pre-defined Event Monitor variables.
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The FVS-EMAP ArcView® Project: EMAP.apr
Overview

The FVS-EMAP ArcView® project is essentially a “blank” ArcView® project. It differs
from a “traditional” blank project in that it contains three additional scripts—written in
ArcView’s Avenue® programming language—which have been compiled and embedded
into the project. Each of these scripts performs a specific action or “function”.

These functions are accessed via buttons on the button bar (Table 1). One function is
available when the ‘Project” window is active; the other two are available when a View is
active. The function that loads a .cp2 file (Function 1) is also available via the “Project”
pulldown menu. Table 4 outlines what each function does.

Table 3. Descriptions of the three custom functions of the FVS-EMAP ArcView® project (EMAP.apr) and
their accessibility.

Function What it does Available when... Button
[ ILIJ':
1 Loads .cp2 file output variables  a Project window is active =L
2 Animates the display a View window is active
3 Creates an AREALOCS a View window is active
supplemental record file

Table 4. Descriptions of the three custom functions of the ArcView® project EMAP.apr.

Function What the function does:

Prompts the user to locate a .cp2 file—an FVS output file containing values of all
Event Monitor COMPUTE variables (reported for FVS cycle-beginning years
requested by the user)—then prompts the user to locate a shapefile, and then joins the
.cp2 file output to the shapefile.

“Animates” the active View by displaying each Theme in the View one-at-a-time in
2 two-second intervals, from top to bottom (which will be in chronological order if the
Themes are positioned by Function 1).

Creates a supplemental record file for PPE keyword AREALOCS. The function: 1)

3 extracts polygon areas, and x- and y-coordinates of polygon centers, and 2) launches
an external program (arealocs.exe), which will rewrite the extracted information into
a text file appropriately formatted for FVS.

Each function operates independently of the others. Function 1 requires merely that
a .cp? file and a shapefile reside on the users computer. Function 2 requires that some
Themes exist in the active View. Function 3 requires that at least one Theme has been
loaded into a View, and that the executable program arealocs.exe resides in the same
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directory (the project directory'') as does this project: EMAP.apr. The following
sections describe the three functions in detail.

Function 1: Joining Event Monitor Output to a Shapefile in
ArcView®

Event Monitor COMPUTE variable output, written to a comma-delimited text file (a.cp2
file), may be read into an ArcView® project and joined to a shapefile via Function 1 of
this customized ArcView® project. By performing a few simple point-and-click steps (in
ArcView®, after running an FVS simulation), a user can quickly create time-series map
displays (Views) in ArcView®, displaying FVS COMPUTE variables. Step-by-step
instructions for using the Function follow. Instructions below assume that the user has
already made an FVS run that included the COMPUTE keyword, and has invoked the
post-processor that creates the .cp?2 file—see the section: Requesting a .cp2 Output File.

1.
2.

Launch ArcView® and open the project EMAP.apr.

Select the “join” button from the button bar (see Table 1) or select ‘Load *.cp2
file’ from the Project menu. (The “join” button that loads the *.cp2 file is
available only when the Project window is active.)

You will be prompted to locate the .cp2 file that contains the FVS output
variables—generated via the COMPUTE expression(s)—you want to map.

After selecting the .cp?2 file, you will be prompted to locate a shapefile. The

shapefile’s database table (a .dbf file)'? must contain a field that contains stand
identification codes identical to the stand identification codes used in the FVS
simulation (keyword STDIDENT). (See discussion following these ten steps.)

You will then be prompted to select one variable you want mapped'®. The list of
displayed variables will contain all variables reported in the .cp?2 file.

After you have selected a variable to map, the project will re-write the data from
the .cp2 file into a number of new .dbf files, which the project will put into the
subdirectory ‘SupportFiles’. These new .dbf are the files that the project will
actually use when it performs the “joins”. There will be one new .dbf file for each
year reported in the .cp2 file. (See the following section on Support Files.)

Next, the project will prompt you to select the field from the shapefile’s .dbf
containing the stand identification codes. (See footnote 14.)

" The “project directory” is the directory on your computer in which this project (EMAP.apr) resides.

'2 The shapefile’s attribute (*.dbf) table may be viewed by selecting ‘Theme = Table’ from the project Menu
(after the shapefile has been added to a View). Alternatively, it may be opened outside of ArcView" in a
spreadsheet software (e.g. Microsoft Excel).

1 Although you may only select one variable to portray in the map View, you may create many Views within a
project, with each View representing its own output variable (from any .cp? file).
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8. Next, the program will search for an existing legend (in a ‘Legends’
subdirectory). If the project finds one or more legends corresponding (in name) to
the variable name, the program will prompt the user to select one. If a matching
legend is not found, the program will create a legend. See the next section for
further details.

9. The project will then create a map View portraying the selected variable on the
landscape. The View will contain one Theme (a map “layer”) for each year in the
.cp2 file, plus one Theme (named “landscape”) portraying the outlines
(boundaries) of the polygons in the shapefile.

10. Be sure to save your new project with a new name (via ‘File=>Save as...’).

The “join” performed by the project is done “virtually”; that is, the shapefile’s
original *.dbf table is not modified (a permanent join will not be performed). A new
“virtual” table is created (for each Theme/layer) by joining the shapefile’s .dbf with data
from the newly-created .dbf files that the project creates from your .cp2 file (see step 6).

As mentioned in step 4, the stand identification codes in the shapefile must be
identical to the stand identification codes in the FVS simulation. However, it does not
matter if the fype of those codes differs (e.g. character type versus numeric type).

For example, stand identification codes in the project-created .dbf files (step 6) are
always written as type character (even if they are comprised only of digits). In the
shapefile’s .dbf file, however, the stand identification code field (step 7), while likely
formatted as type character, might be formatted as type numeric. Regardless of the type
of the stand identification codes in the shapefile, the project will successfully join'* the
data from the .cp2 file with the shapefile for all records where the stand identification
codes exactly match. No blank spaces are allowed in the codes.

The order of the stand identification codes—in either the .cp2 file or the shapefile’s
.dbf table—does not matter.

Also, it is okay if there are polygons (stands) in the shapefile that do not exist in the
FVS simulation output. Those polygons will simply not be “populated” with output
variable data. Further, it is okay if there are stands simulated in FVS that are not in the
shapefile. If this is the case, the project will notify the user that the .cp2 file data for such
stands could not be joined to the shapefile. The project will offer to write a report listing
those stands.

' If the selected stand ID code field from the shapefile .dbf (see step 7) is of a numeric type, the project will
write a new field into the shapefile .dbf. This new field will be identical to the original chosen (numeric)
field, except that it will be of type character. It will be given a name that is the original fieldname, preceded
by a ‘C’ (for ‘character’). This new field will be the one upon which the join will be based. If the join fails
(e.g. no stand identification codes matched between the shapefile .dbfand the FVS/.cp2 .dbf’s) then the
program will remove this new field, thus returning the shapefile to its original state. Program prompts will
inform the user anytime the shapefile .dbf is going to be edited. The program also will allow the user to abort
the procedure.
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Legends
The legend creation process in FVS-EMAP works as follows.

After the variable to be mapped is selected and the join performed, the project will
look for a pre-formed legend in a ‘Legends’ subdirectory, which must exist immediately
subordinate to the project directory. (See the section Directory Structure.) The project
will search for all legends whose filename begins with the same string of characters as
the name of the variable to be mapped. If the project finds one match, it will ask the user
if s/he wants to use that legend. If the user selects ‘No’, the project will create a new
legend (see next paragraph). If more than one legend exists that has a name beginning
with the variable-name string, then the user will be prompted to choose from a list of
matching legends. If the user does not want to use a pre-formed legend, s/he may
‘Cancel’ at this point, and let the program create a new legend.

If a pre-formed legend is not used, the project will create a new legend. When the
project enters this mode, it prompts the user for which type of legend to create: a ‘Unique
Values’ legend, or a ‘Graduated’ legend.

‘Unique Values’ legends should be used for discrete (or categorical) variables—
variables that take on a finite (and relatively small) number of specific values, such as a
hazard rating score or size class. Conversely, a ‘Graduated’ legend should be used for
mapping continuous variables—variables that may take on a large (or possibly infinite)
number of values, such as basal area.

If a “Unique Values’ legend is chosen, then each unique value in each Theme will be
portrayed by a separate legend entry. The project will prompt the user to select a color
scheme for the legend. If the chosen legend color scheme contains fewer colors than
there are values in the data being mapped, then colors in the legend will be repeated (i.e.
one color will represent more than one value). A default color scheme is provided should
the user not select one.

If a ‘Graduated’ legend is chosen, the project will group the data into categories. By
default, the project will group the data into five categories, though the project gives the
user the option to change the number of categories (to anywhere between three and
seven). The values bounding each category will be determined in one of two ways,
depending upon how the user chooses to have the project create the categories.

The ‘Graduated’ legend categories will be designed based on either: (1) natural
breaks" in the data, in which case the values bounding each category are based on
inherent “groupings” in each Theme’s data, or: (2) equal intervals" between categories,
with categories being determined by evaluating the dataset’s entire range of values—
across all Themes. The user controls, by responding to a program query, which type of
legend will be created. If the natural breaks type of legend is chosen, then the values

' Refer to ArcView’s Help library for more information about ArcView’s “natural breaks” and “equal interval”
legend types.
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bounding each legend category likely will vary from Theme-to-Theme (as determined by
each Theme’s natural “grouping” of its data). If, on the other hand, an equal interval
legend is chosen, then values bounding each category will be identical from Theme to
Theme. The natural breaks legends are useful for identifying and analyzing possible
patterns in data that may exist within one Theme. The equal interval legends (probably
more often preferred) facilitate interpretation when comparing one Theme to another.

Users opting for a ‘Graduated’ legend will also be given a choice of color ramps to
use for the legend. A default color ramp is provided should the user not select one.

Important note: New legends created by the user—or by the project—(i.e. any legend
that is not a ‘pre-formed’ legend) will not automatically be saved into the Legends
subdirectory. Users wanting to save a legend may do so via the ‘Save’ button in
ArcView’s Legend Editor®. If the user provides a filename for this new legend that
begins with the same character string as the variable name that it represents, and places it
in the ‘Legends’ subdirectory, then the next time the project maps this variable (from any
.cp2 file containing this variable name) the legend will be available to be automatically
applied. (See discussion above.)

Support Files

As mentioned in Step 6 (above), the project creates a series of new .dbf files each time a
variable is read-in from a .cp2 file. There will be one new .dbf file created for each year
in the .cp2 file, each one representing one year’s worth of data from the chosen .cp2 file.
Each .dbf file will contain a column containing the stand identification codes, a column
for the year represented in the file, and one column for each output v